
A standardized global system for monitoring 

the conservation status of ‘habitat types’ 

in Spain at the national level

―General framework

Rafael Hidalgo – 1st JOINT COPERNICUS USER FORUM ITALY/SPAIN, July 10th, 2020

Rafael Hidalgo

Ministerio para la Transición Ecológica y el Reto Demográfico

Rhidalgom@miteco.es



What
to measure

How
to measure it

When
to measure it

Howoften
to measure it

Where
to measure it
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ROCKY 
ECOSYSTEMS & 

GLACIERS
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[1]  Specific methodologies for monitoring all ecosystems



HABITAT TYPE / GROUP OF HABITAT TYPES

Area covered

 Data source and standardized measurement procedure.

 Scale.

 Minimum frequency.

Structure &

Functions

 Variables or indices with high diagnostic value.

 Measurement procedure for each variable: metric, 

measurement protocol, periodicity, threshold values.

 Integrated evaluation system to assess the condition 

locally.

 Integrated evaluation system to assess the condition at 

the biogeographic region level —incl. typical species & 

fragmentation.

 Definition of criteria and selection of monitoring 

locations in each biogeographic region.

Future prospects

 Most relevant pressures and threats by biogeographic 

region.

 Standardized procedures to assess the intensity of each 

pressure or threat.

 Assessment of conservation measures to mitigate the 

effects of pressures and threats.Rafael Hidalgo – 1st JOINT COPERNICUS USER FORUM ITALY/SPAIN, July 10th, 2020
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ROCKY 
ECOSYSTEMS & 

GLACIERS
PEATLANDS
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ECOSYSTEMS

RIVERS & 
RIPARIAN 
FORESTS 

LAKES AND 
WETLANDS
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http://www.aeet.org/QuickNews.asp
http://www.aeet.org/QuickNews.asp
http://www.cedex.es/home.html
http://www.cedex.es/home.html
http://www.uca.es/
http://www.uca.es/
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≈60 Handbooks

Rafael Hidalgo – 1st JOINT COPERNICUS USER FORUM ITALY/SPAIN, July 10th, 2020



Sectorial Conference
on Environment
National & Regional 

Ministers

National Commission on
Natural Heritage & 

Biodiversity
National & Regional Directors

Committee on Protected Areas
National & Regional technical Staff

Working Group on Ecosystem Monitoring

[2] Standardized procedures officially agreed at the national level
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[2] Standardized procedures officially agreed at the national level
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Rocky ecosystems & Glaciers

Caves

Grasslands

Forests & Shrublands

Riparian forests

Rivers

Lakes and wetlands

Peatlands

Coastal ecosystems



More info at: 

https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/ecosistemas-y-

conectividad/Seguimiento_habitats_metodologia.aspx
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https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/ecosistemas-y-conectividad/Seguimiento_habitats_metodologia.aspx

